Halam News
Please remember to send articles and other info
(birthdays, exam success, upcoming events etc) for
the Halam News by 25th of each month to:
halam.news@hotmail.co.uk
You can also drop them in to The Manor House,
Radley Road. Articles may be edited or held over
due to space constraints. Sponsorship of each
edition is £10.
The sponsor of this edition did not wish their
name to be published

JULY2011

St Michael the Archangel July 2011 Services
July 3

July 10
July 17
JuJy 24
July 30
July 31

08:00
09:30
11:00
11:00
09:30
11:00
13:00
09:30

Holy Communion
Revd David McCoulough
Morning Worship/Rock & Roll Service Revd David McCoulough
Baptism Sophie Kitson
Sung Eucharist
Revd David McCoulough
Family Communion (Jt service)
Revd David McCoulough
Sung Eucharist
Revd David McCoulough
Holy Matrimony - Clare & Luke
Joint Services & St Giles Edingley

All readings in July will be from the King James Version of the Bible - it’s 400 anniversary!

Halam & District W. I.
The next meeting will be on

Tuesday 5th July
(August meeting Tuesday 2nd)
Meetings at 7.30pm
in the Village Hall
Glenys Herbert 812335

Open Gardens raised over £900
this year to be split between the
Church and the Village Hall.
Thanks to all who took part or
contributed in any way!
Halam School Sports
Day 6th July 2pm
Halam School Leavers
Service, 21st July at
09:15 in Halam Church

Goodbye and Good Luck
To Mrs Angela Bracegirdle who will be retiring
from Halam School at the end of the summer term.
Everyone at the School would like to thank her for
commitment and dedication over the years and
wishes her well for the future!

Where have I been?
The answer to last month’s quiz was Denver, Colorado.
Answers to this months competition should be submitted
15th July, by email to halam.news@hotmail.co.uk
Include your name and address on the email! The clue
for this month’s destination is:
“Christopher Wren had nothing to do with the
design of any part of this city of 20million people”
Where have I been? Good luck!!
All residents are reminded to
watch their speed when
driving through the village!

Tales from the Chruchyard - July 2011
I have had a blissful few weeks - I have been weeding; I set out on this activity three weeks ago mindful of the fact 'Open Gardens' was at the end of
June and the spring warmth and summer rains have brought about a plethora of unwelcome plants masquerading in the borders, on the paths and in
the roadways.
Two weeks ago I noticed that an elder tree had taken root in the base of one of the churchyard Irish yews - a position which renders its elimination
impossible. This caused me to think that the elder is a dreadful nuisance when in an unwelcome place. Yet in many ways it is a wonderful plant; it
graces our byways with great swathes of creamy white in early summer, and provides a bounteous larder of fruit in Autumn. If it were a rare plant only
obtainable from garden centres we would be planting it everywhere and boasting about it in our garden promotional leaflets - but instead we despise it
because it is so prevalent. Elder gets it name from a middle German word aeld meaning fire - the hollow stems of young branches were used for
blowing up a fire from tinder sparks. These hollow stems were also fashioned into pan pipes of flutes and Romans called them Sambucas - after their
name for the elder. We get the term 'Sackbut' from this source.
DEFRA has advised on the containment of five weeds harmful to agriculture: Ragwort, two types of thistle and two types of dock, - these spread in
meadows and amongst harvested crops, or as in the case of Ragwort – harmful to livestock. But there are other introduced species that are very
successful and their planting, propagation or even harbouring is illegal. An example is Japanese Knotweed. This is a graceful plant with lovely flowers
and it has one great property - it makes the most wonderful paper. Why can't we make lots of first class luxury paper from this source rather than cut
down valuable timber? Some £15 million pounds has been spent getting rid of this weed from the Olympic site in East London. Why not keep it and
make our Olympic programmes from its fibre?
A really long day of weeding is a restful experience and quite changes the current of thought - in fact abolishes thought all together - “thumb in bum
and mind in neutral”- an apt expression for the state of nirvana which I enter when I weed! I believe weeding is more efficient in aiding health than a
rest cure. It is a delightful occupation, especially after summer rain when the roots come up clear and clean. One gets to know how many and various
are the ways of weeds, as many almost as the moods and attitudes of my fellow parishioners. Happy weeding folks, and happy gardening during
David Herbert
July!

halam.news@hotmail.co.uk

info@jccdevelopments.co.uk

Thank you
We would like to thank all those kind people for their
good wishes and good turns and offers of help during
Tony’s temporary disablement following a fall. We feel
most fortunate to live in such a caring, neighbourly
village!
Tony & Maureen Andrews.

CONFIRMATION

Any adults are interested in joining a small group after
the summer to think about confirmation, please see the
Rev McCoulough after any Church Services or contact him
at davidmcc@southwell.anglican.org
Parish Council Meeting Notes – 9th June 2011 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Present: Andrew Paris, Sarah Godfrey, David Herbert, Glenys Herbert, Janet Simmons Apologies: Simon Bust
Election of New Parish Councillor: One parishioner had offered to stand as a councillor. Agreed to accept and appoint Mr Chris Bevan
to the council
Matters Arising: 1) Drain covers on Radley Road are still missing – hazard for walkers and riders. County Cllr Andy Stewart gave a
contact number to the clerk to progress 2) Cones on gullies on School Lane – they are there to “familiarise” locals with the new drains/
gullies 3) Cllr Bruce Lawson is now head of the Rights of Ways committee. Parish Paths Partnership is currently under review
Village Hall: The new floor now has been laid.
Solar panels – Sarah Godfrey presented a detailed report regarding the possibility of installing 16 panels on the village hall roofs. There
are no grants available currently. The capital outlay would be significant and the payback period would be lengthy (8 to 9 years). Agreed
to review the project in the future
Village Hall Committee: The committee brief needs to be fully defined and responsibilities agreed with the parish council. Any meetings
of the committee would need to be run along the same lines as the parish council i.e. public access, minutes etc. Any expenditure, save for a
small float of e.g. £50, would have to be approved by the parish council. Glenys Herbert, Marina Thompson and Sarah Godfrey to consider
the status of such a committee with input from NALC
Adoption of Standing Orders: Andrew Paris reported back on the proposed new Standing Orders – very little has changed, but the
layout is different and they are more formal in some sections. Andrew Paris and Simon Bust to liaise and report back to next meeting
Halam “Twinning”: Further correspondence has been received from the French village. Unless there is interest in Halam to
support the idea, and volunteer(s) to organise it, then the scheme will not be able to taken up.
Home Monitoring Services: County Cllr Andy Stewart reported that there would have to be some cost savings with the scheme, but that
cases on real need would still be offered the service. Janet Simmons questioned how the criteria of “real need” would be decided. This will
be guided by Social Services.
Open Meeting: Junction of School Lane and The Turnpike – could a mirror be erected to reduce the danger when emerging from School
Lane. Liability/insurance issues make this problematic
Correspondence: Training on the Code of Conduct – new councillors will see if they are available to attend
Planning Decisions: 1) Evergreen House – conversion of barns to three dwellings: approved by Newark & Sherwood District Council
2) Manor Farm – erection of orangery: approved by Newark & Sherwood District Council
Finance: Unanimously agreed to pay 1) Hutchinsons Flooring – balance (insurance claim), 2) Paint for village hall (reimburse Marina
Thompson)
Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 14th July 2011, at 7.30pm in the village hall

