Halam News
Please remember to send articles and other info (birthdays,
exam success, upcoming events etc) for the Halam News
by 25th of each month to:
halam.news@hotmail.co.uk
You can also drop them in to The Manor House, Radley Road.
Articles may be edited or held over due to space constraints.
Sponsorship of each edition is £10.
Thanks to Steve Brown for sponsoring this edition

People in the News
•
•

Welcome to Halam to Glass family (Gray Lane),
and the Pass family (The Turnpike)
Happy 40th Birthday to Jason Lucas, of Gray Lane
who reached this milestone on 21st May!

JUNE 2011
Royal Wedding fun

About 30 people gathered in the Waggon for breakfast and to
watch the Royal Wedding, and about 50 villagers turned up for
the posh picnic and traditional games on the School field in the
afternoon. The Holmes family of Gray Lane were multiple
winners, taking prizes for the childrens and adults “patriotic”
cakes and the Royal Quiz held in the Waggon in the evening

Charlotte weds Nabeel

Where have I been?
The answer to last month’s quiz was Berlin
Answers to this months competition should be submitted 15th June,
by email to halam.news@hotmail.co.uk Include your name
and address on the email! The clue for this month’s destination is:
“You have to be a mile high to watch the
Rockies and the Bronco’s”
Where have I been? Good luck!!

Halam & District W. I.
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th June (July
meeting on Tuesday 5th) Meetings at 7.30pm
(please check venue for June) Glenys Herbert 812335

Twinning opportunity for Halam

Congratulations to Charlotte Hallam and Nabeel Naaman who were

No one has shown any interest in driving this
forward, so it’s unlikely to happen

married at Halam Church on Saturday 21st May. Charlotte is the
youngest daughter of Tony and Maureen Hallam of Back Lane

Tales from the Churchyard, June 2011 - The Cuckoos and The Ice Saints

One of my favourite poets is W H Davies who came from my home town of Newport in South Wales. He was a great friend of
my great uncle and was called the tramp poet. Many of you will know his poem:
“What is life, if full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare”
But he wrote some 300 poems one of which includes the lines:
“And hear the pleasant cuckoo , loud and long
The simple bird that thinks two notes a song.”
The cuckoo may be simple when it comes to his song - it is only the male cock bird that sings in that fashion, but the female
has all the brains, as she lays about 25 eggs a season- all in different nests and each is laid in the host nest in about 10
seconds. Each egg mimics the eggs of the host bird.
The cuckoo song of two notes heralds the onset of spring as far as I am concerned and I first heard it this year on the 18th
April. I get so excited when I hear it and then I am often disappointed when I don’t hear it again for several days or even
a week or so. The song makes me feel sure that the bad weather has gone and that spring will then be wonderful! But, I
overlook the malign influence of the “Ice Saints”. These are a group of mediaeval divines whose feast days are the 11th, 12th
13th and 14th of May. Our forefathers would say that planting should be left until after the last of these dates, as sudden
frosts and even snowstorms are possible. Indeed we all know the saying ‘N’er castv a clout ‘til May is out’ - the ‘May’ here
refers to may blossom and not the month.
And the Ice saints – what were their names? Three of them were Mamertus, Servatius and Boniface, and I doubt if we anyone
remembers those names - but the fourth name we know very well because he is associated with a champagne bar! - His
name St Pancras!
Footnote - the Pawlonia tree which in last month’s notes was stated to be dead - is in fact alive and had one flower on the day
that the May Halam News was circulated - and now it is coming out in leaf exactly one months after the cuckoos arrival.
DAVID HERBERT

halam.news@hotmail.co.uk

Open Gardens

Open gardens will be on June 26th
this year. Any donations of books
for the book stall or tombola
prizes to Ashdene please. Thanks.
Paul Oakley & David Herbert
info@jccdevelopments.co.uk

Laxton Heritage Day
‘Laxton is Nottinghamshire’s jewel – the last open field farming village in the country where strip farming is still
practiced as it was across most of the Midlands in mediaeval times, managed by the ancient and legally constituted
Court Leet and Jury.
Sunday July 3rd offers an unrivalled opportunity to learn more about the way this unique village works now and to
delve into its history. There will be tours of the fields, the church and the motte & bailey castle; talks by a leading
historian, a display by Laxton History Group featuring many items not normally on view to the public, heritage films
and photos plus many other attractions. There will be live craft demonstrations, Morris dancing by Rattlejag from
Retford, vintage ploughing and a visit from a large group of vintage tractors taking part in a road run, and a host of
other opportunities for all the family to have fun and learn more about the countryside, Laxton and its heritage.
Refreshments are available all day and proceeds will support St Michael’s Church, Laxton.

The Heritage Day, is open between 10am and 6pm on July 3rd, and is based around Crosshill Farm, High
Street, Laxton, where parking is available on site
Tickets are priced £5 on the gate or £4 in advance from www.laxtonheritageday.org.uk where full details of all the
events on the day can be found. Under 12s free.
For more information or to offer to help on the day please call 01777 870541 or 01777 870042

St Michael the Archangel June 2011 Services
June 5

08:00
09:30

June 12 11:00
June 19 09:30
June 26 09:30

Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Blessing of animals service
Sung Eucharist
Baptism of Freya Hallam
Family Communion (Jt service)
Sung Eucharist

Revd David McCoulough
Revd David McCoulough
Revd David McCoulough
Revd David McCoulough
Revd David McCoulough

July at St Michaels: 3rd July @ 9.30
Rock and Roll Sunday (also America /
International Service – so wear
something that connects with one of
the themes) Will Elvis be with us?

400 Years Anniversary of King James Bible - During July to mark this important landmark in the history of the church, our
nation and our language all readings in church services in July will be from The King James Translation

Annual Parish Council Meeting Notes – 14th April 2011 at 7.30pm
Present: Simon Bust, David Herbert, Glenys Herbert & Andrew Paris – NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS – Sarah Godfrey
& Janet Simmons
Election of Chairman & ViceVice-Chairman:
Simon Bust was elected Chairman, with Andrew Paris as Vice-Chairman, voting was unanimous
Election of Other Officers:
The following officers were elected unanimously:Christmas Charities – ARP & SB, Press Officer – ARP, Transport – GH, NALC representatives – SG & JS
Snow/flood warden – SB, Flag officer – SB, Crime reduction – ARP, Internal auditor – TBC; now that Mrs Simmons
is a parish councillor she cannot act in future as the internal auditor, Financial officer – Mandy Rickett
Matters Arising:
From County Councillor Andy Stewart:
Stewart 1) Drains – being worked on, 2) Thank you to all who stand as parish
councillors 3) Thanks to the parish council for their support of the Halam Lancaster Bomber Memorial
Other matters:
matters 1) Drain covers on Radley Road have been stolen – hazard for walkers and riders. Clerk to liaise
with Notts County Council and Severn Trent, 2) Home monitoring – will only be supplied free to those in real need
(criterion to be decided by the County Council). Others will be available but will have to be paid for
Village Hall: The replacement floor should be laid imminently. The insurance company has offered £500 towards
extra heating costs incurred in drying out the hall – agreed to accept this as any increase would be highly unlikely.
The large outstanding electricity bill will be paid in instalments.
Village Hall Committee: It was agreed that a Village Hall Committee should be organised to manage the letting,
maintenance and general running of the hall. The Clerk to check any legal aspects, and Glenys Herbert to discuss
with Marina Thompson.
Parish Council Election: The council could run with only six members instead of seven councillors, or the vacant
post can be advertised and a seventh member co-opted onto the council. This has to be agreed unanimously to be
legal. Agreed to advertise the vacant councillor position.
Open Meeting: Problems with BT phones in the village. Clerk to contact BT.
Correspondence:
1) New Councillor training - to be held at Epperstone village hall, in June, 7pm to 9.30pm. Agreed to pay for Mandy
Rickett, Sarah Godfrey and Janet Simmons to attend.
2) Parish Paths Partnership – although the official scheme has been scrapped, funding for a single annual cut may
be available. The County Council have requested that an annual survey of the parish footpaths be carried out, and
serious problems reported. Chris Mercer will be asked if he is prepared to take this on.
3) Proposed new Standing Orders – Andrew Paris to compare with the “old” version and report back.
Finance:
Finance Unanimously agreed to pay 1) PC insurance, 2) R H Joinery (insurance claim), 3) Carpet Connection
(insurance claim), 4) Wreath for Lancaster Bomber memorial dedication, 5) Flower tribute for Harry Rickett
Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 9th June 2011, at 7.30pm in the village hall
Thanks to Andrew Fraser,
Fraser Di Parrish and Marina Thompson,
Thompson who recently stepped down, for their service to Halam
as Parish Councillors

Monday 30th May - 12pm to 7pm

